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INTRODUCTION 

(Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture is from the 
New International Version) 

God is God.  There is no greater authority.  
There is no greater power.  He is King of all kings.  He 
reigns supreme.  Ultimately, He can do whatever He 
wants to do, with the understanding that what He 
chooses to do will always be guided by His nature.  That 
authority affords Him the privilege of relinquishing 
control if He so chooses. 

Recorded history is filled with war, natural 
disaster, plagues, evil dictatorships, etc.  To say that God 
has been in control of our world is to say that God is 
responsible for everything that happens in it. 

 Let’s take a peek at some of the characteristics of 
our world over time, and then you tell me if this sounds 
like God at work. 

§ According to the New York Times; of 3400 years 
or recorded history, there has only been 268 years 
of peace on the earth 
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§ Some wars were fought over religion.  Between 
the years 1096 and 1291 there were eight major 
CRUSADES between Christians and Muslims to 
gain control over the holy cities in Israel.  They 
were bloody, violent and ruthless wars where 
men, women and even children were slaughtered. 

§ In WWI there were 8.5 million soldiers that died 
(according to brittanica.com).  ‘History on the 
Net’ states that another 2 million civilians died 
and 6 million people went missing during the war, 
and are presumed dead. 

§ In WWII there were 15 million battle deaths, 25 
million battle wounded, and 45 million civilian 
deaths (according to the National WW11 
Museum in New Orleans) 

§ Every year, nearly 100,000 people die due to 
natural disasters, earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, 
hurricanes, tsunamis, floods, wildfires and 
droughts — while over 150 million are impacted 
by them (according to livescience.com) 

§ There have been many plagues, or pandemics.  
Here is a list just of just a few (according to 
MPHonline.org) 

o Antonine plague (165 AD – 5 million 
died) 

o The plague of Justinian (541-542 – 25 
million died) 

o The Black Death (1346-1353 – 
Somewhere between 75 and 200 million 
died) 
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o The Third Cholera Pandemic (1852-1860 
– 1 million died 

o The flu pandemic (1918 – 20 to 50 million 
people died) 

o HIV/AIDS at its peak (2005-2012 – 36 
million people died) 

This is just a small glimpse into recorded history.  
Does this sound like the God of love, mercy, grace, 
goodness, kindness, holiness, and justice that we read 
about in Scripture, as was lived out perfectly through the 
life of Christ?  Not to me.  That being said, God is God.  
Nothing can change that reality.  So, let’s do our best to 
reconcile these two truths; the history of the world vs. 
the supremacy of God. 
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IS GOD A TYRANT? 

 

There is no doubt that God took control of 
the events recorded in the Old Testament.  The Old 
Testament is a record of the acts of God. He had to 
take control for our sake, and the sake of the 
relationship between Him and us.  He is the supreme 
King of kings and Lord of lords.  His purposes will be 
fulfilled.  Nothing will change that. One event, central to 
all time and at the very core of His plan to redeem 
mankind had to take place.  Without a doubt, He took 
control to make it happen. 

The Old Testament doesn’t paint a very pretty 
picture of our ‘loving Lord’.  In all honesty, if all you 
read was the Old Testament, a large portion of it would 
lead you to think that He was a brutal, war-mongering, 
racist, heavy-handed God.  

That’s not the way the church presents God to 
the world in the 21st Century.  We tell the world that He 
is a loving and caring God that wants to bring them 
peace and joy and hope for eternity.  We tell them that 
He has the ability and the desire to meet needs, perform 
miracles and heal all kinds of diseases.  We tell them that 
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race, colour, age, gender are all irrelevant in the eyes of 
God.  He loves everyone with an equal love.   

Of course, the church gets that image of God 
from the New Testament.  Why the contrast?  How do 
we reconcile these two very distinct images of who God 
is and what His nature is like? 

There are many people who can’t get past the 
image of the God they read about in the Old Testament.  
Some would never want to be in a relationship with that 
kind of God. 

There are Christians who feel there must be an 
explanation, but they don’t know what it possibly could 
be.  It is confusing to them, but they are confident that 
God was in control. He was.  They avoid the subject, 
however, for fear that they may be disappointed in what 
they learn. 

Let me assure you that the God of the Old 
Testament and the New Testament are the same.  His 
character hasn’t and will not change.  If He had to adjust 
His personality, it would mean that He was something 
less than perfect at one time.  Malachi 3:6 says:  “I the 
LORD do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not 
destroyed.”  The pastor of the church in Jerusalem wrote 
this:  “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like 
shifting shadows.”  (James 1:17). 
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So, what kind of God is He?  Is He the heavy 
handed God we see in the Old Testament that is in 
complete control of world events?  Do we see that same 
aspect of His nature being predominant throughout 
history, or is He a loving and caring God as presented in 
the New Testament?  How is it that the Old and New 
Testaments present Him in ways that seem to be 
diametrically opposed to each other and yet both the Old 
and New say that He does not change? 

I will say this: Every act that God has ever 
committed has flowed out of His unchanging nature. I 
will also say that “Jesus loves me, this I know.  For, the 
bible tells me so.” 

 

The Unchanging Nature of God 

 In others of these booklets, I have talked about 
how God cannot act in a way that is contradictory to His 
nature.  It simply makes sense.  So, either His nature is 
hateful, hurtful, vengeful, and violent; or it is what the 
Scripture teaches us through the life of Christ.  I believe 
that His dominant character is love; and that His love 
guides Him in His holy, just, good, kind, merciful, and 
gracious acts. 

 How does that make sense with what we read in 
the Old Testament – the war, the bloodshed, the 
violence, the elimination of entire people groups, and the 
preference given to ‘His chosen people’?   

God is NOT in Control 

9 

The Unchanging Purpose of God 

 If you have read both the Old and New 
Testaments of the Bible, you will realize that they both 
point to the cross of Calvary.  The sacrificial religious 
system put in place when Israel became a nation in the 
desert, between Egypt and the Promised Land, all 
pointed to the sacrifice of a perfect Lamb without 
blemish.  

There are many prophetic scriptures that also 
point one’s attention to the cross and the sacrifice of 
God’s Son. 

 That sacrifice is also the central theme of the 
New Testament.  The Gospel writers, Luke, the Apostle 
Paul, Peter, James and the others that contributed to 
what we call the New Testament all make it perfectly 
clear that, without the death of Christ, we would still be 
living hopeless lives without purpose. 

 The Old Testament is very much a record of the 
preparations required to make the coming of God’s Son 
possible at the right time in history, in the right place, 
and among the right people. 

 That meant that He had to have a people.  He 
chose the descendants of Abraham.  It also meant that 
He had to have a place for those people to live, so He 
promised them the land we call Israel.  It meant that to 
acquire that land, other cities and nations had to be 
removed. 
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 What we must remember is that those nations 
had already chosen to worship idols, and gods that didn’t 
exist.  They had already chosen their eternal destiny by 
rejecting the God of Abraham. They had chosen their 
own fate, but to facilitate the development of a nation 
through which God could show His unfathomable love 
to the world, He had to remove them to make way for 
the people from which the Saviour would be born. 

 The rejection of the God of Abraham by those 
who lived in the land promised to Israel was a conscious 
one.  Before entering the Promised Land, Joshua sent 
spies in to prepare for whatever lie ahead of them.  They 
found safety in the home of a Gentile Prostitute in 
Jericho.  Rahab said this:  “I know that the LORD has given 
you this land and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that 
all who live in this country are melting in fear because of you. 10 
We have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea 
for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon 
and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan, whom 
you completely destroyed. 11 When we heard of it, our hearts 
melted in fear and everyone’s courage failed because of you, for the 
LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below. 

12 “Now then, please swear to me by the LORD that you will 
show kindness to my family, because I have shown kindness to you. 
Give me a sure sign 13 that you will spare the lives of my father and 
mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them—and that 
you will save us from death.” (Joshua 2:9-13). 
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The people that lived in the land that God had set 
aside for Israel knew all about His power, His ability to 
do the impossible, and the great things He did for Israel.  
Rahab was speaking for all of them when she said:  “for 
the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the earth 
below”.  They recognized this and yet did nothing to 
appeal to God for His grace and mercy.  On the other 
hand, Rahab did.  Because of her appeal to God, she and 
her family were not only delivered from death; Jesus’ 
lineage can be traced directly back to her – a Gentile 
prostitute.  It proves that those who wanted to come 
under God’s protection had that opportunity. 

 What we have to understand is that the acts of God 
that we read about in the Old Testament, that appear to be 
tyrannical, were totally just and were motivated solely by His 
love.  He had to make a way and a place for Jesus to 
come at the right time in order that He could give His 
life as a selfless act of love for the entire world.  Had He 
not done the things recorded in the Old Testament, there 
would be no New Testament. 

 Before His death, Jesus revealed to us the true 
nature of God.  If you can’t find God’s love in all of 
the war, sickness, pandemics, and natural disasters 
from the time of Christ until now – then God is not 
the cause of such things.  Love motivates His every 
act. 
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THE SUPREMACY OF GOD 

 

Those who propagate the fact that God is in 
control are not wrong, nor are they right.  Certainly their 
motive is rooted in faith in God’s goodness, His desire, 
and His ability to do the best for mankind. 

 The following passage of Scripture states that all 
things in heaven and earth were made by Jesus and for 
Jesus.  It is because of Him that gazillions (uneducated 
estimate) of free floating atoms stay together to make a 
desk, a table, a door, a person, or whatever.  The Apostle 
Paul teaches that He has supremacy over every created 
being and/or thing. 

Colossians 1:15-22 “The Son is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all things were 
created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have 
been created through him and for him. 17 He is before all things, 
and in him all things hold together. 
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18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning 
and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he 
might have the supremacy. 

19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 
and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on 
earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed 
on the cross. 

21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your 
minds because of your evil behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled 
you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in 
his sight, without blemish and free from accusation” 

 The question that we have to deal with is, if Jesus 
has supremacy over everything, how can He not be in 
control of everything?  Not only did He hold this 
position of supremacy before and after creation, Calvary 
sealed His position. “Therefore God exalted him to the highest 
place and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  (Philippians 
2:9-11). 

 This is a very real Scriptural promise:  “And we 
know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 
him, who have been called according to his purpose.”  (Romans 
8:28).  Many interpret that as meaning that whatever the 
challenge is, they will come out of it with more money, a 
newer car, a better family life, or something of those 
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sorts because God is in control.  He is certainly able to 
do those things.   

Most people don’t have a clue what the very next 
verse says that defines the good that can come out of 
every situation.  “For those God foreknew he also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of his Son....” (Romans 8:29). God 
will use every circumstance of life to help us grow into 
His likeness.  If we love Him and are called to His 
purposes that will be our greatest desire and the thing of 
greatest worth to both God and us.  In and through any 
circumstance, God can and will do that if we love Him 
and desire to do His will.  But, God does not control 
every circumstance. He is in control of the lives who 
offer Him the opportunity. 

 Having established the supremacy of God, let’s 
try to understand how or why a supreme God is not in 
control of the events of a planet He created. 
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IN THIS WORLD 

 

John 16:33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may 
have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I 
have overcome the world.” 

In this world, you will have trouble.  In me you 
may have peace.  Do you see the two opposing truths 
here? 

 If you’ve read others of my booklets, you will 
know that I commonly go back to the Garden of Eden.  
We have to.  Here is why.   

In the first chapter of the book of Genesis it says 
this: “God created man in His own image, in the image of God 
He created him; male and female He created them. 28 God blessed 
them; and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the 
earth." (Genesis 1:27-28, NASB).  We see here that God 
relinquished his control over the earth.  It was a gift to 
humanity. It was given to us to enjoy and to care for. 
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God never stopped being supreme, but He gave up the 
role of caretaker to Adam and Eve. 

God simply asked Adam and Eve to refrain from 
one thing.  “The LORD God commanded the man, saying, 
"From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; 17 but from the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the 
day that you eat from it you will surely die."  (Genesis 1:16-17, 
NASB).  We all know what happened.  We also know 
that spiritual death came instantly while physical death 
came some time later (See my booklet:  “Why Should I 
Become a Christian?”).   

So, now the job of caretaker over the earth was 
shared. The world, given to us as a gift from God, now 
has two custodians.  It is run by a race, sinful to the very 
core, and the evil one who led us there.  The Bible refers 
to Satan in this way:  “The god of this age has blinded the 
minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel 
that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”  (2 
Corinthians 4:4).  So humanity shares occupancy with 
the devil; who has blindfolded the minds of unbelievers.  
By far, the majority of people, extremely intelligent 
people, who are the ‘influencers’ in our world are 
unbelievers.  They are spiritually blind and don’t 
understand that to be at peace in this world, we have to 
be in relationship with the one who has overcome the 
world.  That is Jesus Christ. 
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In another passage, Paul writes:  “And you were 
dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly walked 
according to the course of this world, according to the pr ince  o f  
the power o f  the air , of the spirit that is now working in the 
sons of disobedience.  (Ephesians 2:1-2, NASB).  Note that 
God is still King.  He is still supreme. Therefore, nothing 
can stop Him when, in situations like described in the 
Old Testament, His love-driven purposes must be 
fulfilled. Apart from that, Satan is allowed the authority 
of a prince because we gave it to him.   He is working in 
this world through the sons of disobedience. 

Satan has real power here.  “We know that we are 
children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of 
the evil one.”  (1 John 5:19).  He can be the cause of illness 
(See: Luke 13:16).  He is head over an organized, 
governmental system that is an evil force in the world.  
“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark 
world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms.” (Ephesians 6:12).   

Yes, God is supreme! He used that position of 
absolute authority to give control of this world to 
humanity as a gift.  As a race, we in turn, chose to share 
with the devil. 
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It is Temporary 

In the last few verses of his letter to the church in 
Rome the Apostle Paul gives this assurance to the 
church.  “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your 
feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.”  (Romans 
16:20).  Nero had only been on the throne a few years 
when Paul wrote the letter, but awful persecution was 
soon going to come to the church through him.  This 
was a timely lesson.  He was speaking of Satan’s ultimate 
doom.  Because of Christ’s victorious work at Calvary 
Satan will one day be cast into the eternal lake of fire. In 
the meantime, rely on God’s ample grace to get through. 

Satan and sinful men may be at the reins of the 
world right now; and the impact can be awful at times, 
but there will come a day when Christ’s Supremacy will 
put an end to it once and for all.  

 

We are Foreigners Here 

As Christians, our citizenship is in heaven.  We 
just haven’t moved yet.  We are citizens of heaven now: 
“But our citizenship is in heaven.  “And we eagerly await a Savior 
from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that 
enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform 
our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.”   
(Philippians 3:20-21).  This passage is a great reminder 
of who we belong to, Christ’s supremacy, and the hope 
that we have in Him.  We already have our citizenship in 
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heaven and, at His appointed time, He will bring 
everything under His control.  The blessed hope that is 
ours as believers will become reality. That’s pretty cool. 

Paul said to the church in Ephesus:  “Praise be to 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 
(Ephesians 1:3).  Although we are citizens of heaven 
and have every spiritual blessing, we don’t live in 
heavenly realms.  We live in earthly realms.  But, let’s not 
discount the fact that there are immeasurable blessings 
to being a Christian in a fallen, sinful world.  We may not 
be totally exempt from the problems of the environment 
we live in; an environment controlled by Satan and sinful 
men, but we have a Rock that is higher than us for 
shelter.  We have a hiding place.  We have an advocate.  
God’s presence and love is all around us. 

 These are just a few of the countless benefits of 
being citizens of heaven while living on earth: 

§ The Holy Spirit lives in us, counsels us, guides us, 
empowers us, and uses us 

§ Nothing can prevent God from doing as He has 
promised in His Word as it applies to His 
children 

§ We have the peace of God that passes all 
understanding available to us 

§ The joy of the Lord is our strength 
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§ We have the privilege of representing God in this 
world, doing His work, and storing up for 
ourselves riches in heaven 

§ We have hope of a resurrected body and an 
eternal home in the presence of our Creator, 
where there is no more sickness, crying, tears or 
pain 

That leads me to this... 
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OUR INHERITANCE 

 

 While living in this fallen world, there is great 
hope for us as citizens of another land. “And you also were 
included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel 
of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him 
with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit 
guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are 
God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.” (Ephesians 1:1-
14).   

What is that?  What is the inheritance for those 
who are God’s possession?  I can’t answer that in totality 
because the limitations of my human mind can’t 
comprehend it.  That’s how wonderful it is. “What no eye 
has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has 
conceived” — the things God has prepared for those who love 
him.”  (1 Corinthians 2:9). 

This sounds pretty good:  “Then I saw “a new heaven 
and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy 
City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
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prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 

3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will 
dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be 
with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their 
eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, 
for the old order of things has passed away.” 

5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making 
everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words 
are trustworthy and true.” 6 He said to me: “It is done. I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty 
I will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7 
Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their 
God and they will be my children.”  (Revelation 21:1-7) 

 What I do know is that that  

“I consider that our present sufferings are not worth 
comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19 For the 
creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be 
revealed.”  

“We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the 
pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but 
we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 
as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of 
our bodies.” (Romans 8:18-19; 22-23) 
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IN THE MEANTIME 

 

 Jesus said that, for the believer, even though there 
is trouble in the world we can have peace in Him (John 
16:33). I love how David worded it:  “Hear my cry, O God; 
listen to my prayer. 2 From the ends of the earth I call to you, I 
call as my heart grows faint; lead me to the rock that is higher than 
I.”  (Psalm 61:1-2).  In our relationship with Him we 
find shelter when the storms get rough.  These words of 
David are equally as beautiful, if not more so:  “Therefore 
let all the faithful pray to you while you may be found; surely the 
rising of the mighty waters will not reach them. 7 You are my 
hiding place; you will protect me from trouble and surround me 
with songs of deliverance. (Psalm 32:6-7) 

In the New Testament, the Apostle Paul also 
writes eloquently in sharing the same message.  “What, 
then, shall we say in response to these things? I f  God is  for  us ,  
who can be against  us?  

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or 
hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or 
sword? 36 As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day 
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long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any 
powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:31, 35-39) 
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CONCLUSION 

 

In case I haven’t been clear, God is God.  There 
is no greater authority.  There is no greater power.  He is 
King of all kings.  He reigns supreme.  Ultimately, He is 
in control of everything. 

That supremacy provides Him the right to 
delegate responsibility.  Maybe it is better said that out of 
his loving and kind nature, He gave dominion over this 
incredible creation that we call earth to mankind.  It was 
a beautiful gift.   

Through Satan’s cunning and Adam and Eve’s 
bad decision making skills, dominion over this earth 
became a shared effort.  Satan, whose deepest desire is to 
be worshipped, as God is worshipped, became the 
prince of the power of the air, the god of this world.  He 
has blinded the minds of unbelievers, and established 
rulers, authorities, and powers in this dark world.  God 
gave man dominion, and man relinquished that authority 
to Satan by choosing to submit to his lying ways.  Man 
has God-given authority.  Satan has man-given authority. 
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God, out of His kindness and a desire for 
mankind to worship Him by choice, gave us freewill. He 
has not taken that from us.  As a result, the world 
continues to be run by Satan and bad decision makers.  
There will come a day when things are so far out of 
hand, and the world will be spinning out of control, that 
He will say, “Enough is enough”. He will take the reins 
back, ultimately resulting in a new heaven and a new 
earth where He will be in complete control.  Satan and 
all who have chosen to reject God’s offer of salvation 
will be no more. I believe that day is coming soon.   

Since man’s heart is now tainted by sin, the 
choices that those not led by the Spirit of God are 
impacting our world and all that live in it – including us.   

“We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but 
not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but 
not destroyed.” 

“16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are 
wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 
For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an 
eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not 
on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is 
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”  (2 Corinthians 4:8-
9, 16-18) 

 Never forget that you are a citizen of a perfect 
world.  Your citizenship isn’t in this world where man 
and Satan rule, but is in a perfect world ruled by a 
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perfect and loving God.  While you live in this foreign 
land, you have a Rock that is higher than yourself.  You 
have shelter from the world around you.  You have a 
hiding place. You have the Holy Spirit in you 
guaranteeing your home in heaven and the inheritance 
that is yours.  You have… 

§ Hope for a perfect life that will last eternally 
§ The opportunity to store up riches in heaven by 

doing God’s work 
§ The Holy Spirit living inside you.  He is your 

counselor and your guide to help you navigate 
this life.  He empowers you and will use you to 
impact this world for God if you allow Him to. 

§ The peace of God that passes all understanding is 
yours to bask in 

§ The joy of the Lord is your strength 
§ You have the privilege of representing God in 

this world, doing His work, and storing up for 
ourselves riches in heaven 

§ You have the hope of a resurrected body and an 
eternal home in the presence of our Creator, 
where there is no more sickness, crying, tears or 
pain 
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not destroyed.” 

“16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are 
wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 
For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an 
eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not 
on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is 
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”  (2 Corinthians 4:8-
9, 16-18) 

 Never forget that you are a citizen of a perfect 
world.  Your citizenship isn’t in this world where man 
and Satan rule, but is in a perfect world ruled by a 
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perfect and loving God.  While you live in this foreign 
land, you have a Rock that is higher than yourself.  You 
have shelter from the world around you.  You have a 
hiding place. You have the Holy Spirit in you 
guaranteeing your home in heaven and the inheritance 
that is yours.  You have… 

§ Hope for a perfect life that will last eternally 
§ The opportunity to store up riches in heaven by 

doing God’s work 
§ The Holy Spirit living inside you.  He is your 

counselor and your guide to help you navigate 
this life.  He empowers you and will use you to 
impact this world for God if you allow Him to. 

§ The peace of God that passes all understanding is 
yours to bask in 

§ The joy of the Lord is your strength 
§ You have the privilege of representing God in 

this world, doing His work, and storing up for 
ourselves riches in heaven 

§ You have the hope of a resurrected body and an 
eternal home in the presence of our Creator, 
where there is no more sickness, crying, tears or 
pain 

 

 

 

 




